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                       Otterburn Parish Council 

Meeting of the Parish Council held on 1 October, 2019 
From 7.30pm at Otterburn Memorial Hall 

MINUTES 

Present – Andrew Shone – Chair, Cllrs George Peto, Steven Farrell 
In Attendance - Martin Chilvers – Clerk and seven parishioners. Colin Hall, Les Collingwood, Tom 
Pitman (all Environmental Agency). Aaron McNeil (Northumberland County Council) 

1. Apologies for absence – There were apologies from Cllrs Appleby, Cook and Nichols 
2. Declarations of interest – GP – 5c, 5n 

3. Minutes of the last Ordinary meeting – The minutes of the previous meeting, having been circulated, 
were accepted as a true record and signed by the Chair 

4. Public Question Time – a) The Chair welcome Mr Hall and his colleagues. Mr Pitman spoke first 
advising that following the flooding on 10 August what work that would be happening within the next 
few weeks to repair as well as reduce the risk of future flooding. This would include a gravel skim, 
improvements to the surface water drainage as well as repairs to the burn wall where required. Some 
vegetation removal had already been undertaken and more would be removed including that in the 
middle of the channel of the burn and bank-side trees near the public toilets. He also advised that they 
would attend to the trees growing in the river bank that obstruct line of sight when driving over the 
bridge at the Mill. In response to questions Mr McNeil advised he would investigate the flooding along 
the road between Otterburn Mill and Woodhill Hall junction. It was acknowledged that local residents 
had a better understanding of areas at risk of flooding and welcomed comments and regular feedback on 
these areas and details when a situation requires attention. Colin Hall spoke of recommendation to 
develop a flood plan as a means to help prepare and reduce the impact of any future flooding especially 
given climate change could potentially see an increase in heavy rainfall incidents. He would provide 
assistance including workshops however there would need to be a local Flood Warden(s) to manage and 
communicate within Otterburn. He referred to literature he brought with him and advised he would 
provide the crux of a plan to be built upon locally.  

b) Cllr John Riddle was unable to attend 

5. Matters arising 

a) item 5a: Ray Windfarm update:  The Clerk advised that the next round of the Small Grants Fund was open for 
applications until 29 October. B4RN were currently mapping out the plan for the hyper fast broadband roll-
out and that a team of volunteers would be required in Otterburn to assist with communications and way-
leave management with landowners within the Otterburn area.         
b) item 5b: Road safety in the Parish: The Clerk advised there was no update on this matter this month.    
c) item 5c: Community Speed Watch scheme: The Clerk advised he was still attempting to get an update from the 
Police about the applications for CSW sent but to date received no response.    
d) item 5d: Revitalising Redesdale update: The was an update provided from the recent Steering Group meeting 
including update from the archaeological dig at Rattenraw and forthcoming events.        
e) item 5e: Footpath connecting Willow Green to Children’s Play Area: The Clerk reported that he had received 
confirmation from Gibsons & Co Solicitors that the conveyance of the land had been completed.   
f) item 5g: Otterburn street lights: Reference was made to the response received from Gavin Barlow (NCC) 
regarding proposed alterations to the street lights in Otterburn. It was agreed that there was a 
disproportionate number of lights in Willow Green compared to other parts of the village. However the 
Councillors agreed it would not be value for money to pay the costs NCC was quoting for much of the work. 
It was agreed to request for minor jobs that NCC would undertake for free and then assess the situation.     
g) item 5g: Plans for Otterburn 2019 and beyond: It was agreed to postpone this item to next month as Cllr Cook 
couldn’t make this meeting. 
h) item 5h: Dog mess dispensers and signage: The Chair agreed to have a look at the broken dispenser with a view to 
repair it. It was agreed to add a sticker to the bin alongside the dispenser and add to other public bins 
i) item 8a: Stone seat at Millennium Green: Cllr Farrell provided a letter from the owners and an update on 
progress (refer to item 5k). 
j) item 8b: Friday night club: Cllr Farrell advised this was still being discussed among a number of people in 
Otterburn. 
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k) item 8c: Northumbria Water Treatment Works, legacy: The Clerk and Cllr Farrell provided details from the 
meeting with NWL. It would appear NWL would prefer not to fund a speed camera but were interested in 
the repair and relocation of the stone seat. Additionally they provided details of the ‘Just an hour’ scheme 
they run to undertake small community projects such as repair footpaths or clean / paint Village Halls. It was 
agreed to consider what possible projects should be submitted. 
l) item 8d: Local Transport Programme 2020-21: The Clerk confirmed he had at the Councillors request submitted 
the requests for 20mph speed restrictions in Brierley Gardens and Willow Green as well as a 40mph speed 
restriction from the Otterburn Hall junction to where it meets the 30mph at the Willow Green junction.  
m) item 8e: Work at the Children’s Play Area: The Chair and Cllr Farrell agreed they would arrange a time to 
undertake the identified work 

n) item 8f: Rural Crime and meeting with Police Commissioner: It was agreed a specific meeting with the Police & 
Crime Commissioner with the neighbouring communities would be the best way forward. 
o) item 8g: Maintenance of public seating and possible new seating: Following discussion it was agreed to place the large 
public seat at the entrance of Percy’s Cross.  It was agreed to investigate possible anchors for the seat. It was 
also agreed that the bus shaped seat in the Millennium Green was in a good condition and required just 
maintenance work like the round seat.  However it was agreed the two smaller seats were in a poor shape and 
probably would not last much longer even if repainted. 
p) item 8h: Otterburn public toilets: The Clerk provided details of the email he had received from David Hunt 
(NCC) advising it was not the intention of the County Council to close the public toilets. Maintenance 
worked would be undertaken but this would not be until sometime during the 2020-21 financial year. 
q) item 8i: Repairs to sectors of the Otterburn Trail: It was agreed that the work had made good improvements. The 
Clerk reported on a conversation he had had with Tony Derbyshire (NCC) who would put a couple of 
temporary signs to allow grassed areas to grow without being trodden on. Additionally he would put up a 
barrier to obstruct the hole where further drainage tube would be installed shortly. 
6. Finance 

a) Clerk’s salary and expenses for September, 2019: The Clerk’s claim for salary & expenses for £77.95 for printer 
cartridges. 
b) Payment of invoice to C. Mowatt for grass cutting: The invoice for £158.00 for grass cutting was agreed by all. 
7. Planning –  a) There were no applications to consider this meeting.   
8. New Business 

a) Christmas Eve in the Millennium Green: The Clerk referred to the list of activities required to arrange the event 
on Christmas Eve. It was highlighted that there was a lack of availability among the Councillors and the Clerk 
to run the event on Christmas Eve. It was proposed that there should be an article in the weekly newsletter 
and on the Parish Council website seeking volunteers to help run the event on Christmas Eve before a 
decision was made.         
b) Millennium Green maintenance:  The Clerk confirmed that the hedge at the green had been trimmed that day. 
It was agreed that the Councillors would meet at the green in the spring to assess what activity would be 
required next year to keep the Millennium Green attractive but neat and tidy.  
c) Overgrown shrubs on footpath alongside Castle Hotel: The Clerk advised he had spoken to Mr Wilkinson at the 
Castle who would be trimming back the shrubs this week.    
d) Obstruction of the line of vision on the Mill bridge: Reference was made to the earlier topic covered by Aaron 
Pitman (NCC) who had promised that the trees along the Rede that were obstructing the line of sight would 
be cut back. 
9. Any other business / Matters for discussion at the next meeting of the Parish Council 
There was no other business raised.   
10. Date, time and place of next meeting: The next meeting of the Parish Council to be held at 7.30pm on 
Tuesday 5 November, 2019 at the Otterburn Memorial Hall.  Meeting closed 8.55pm      

 


